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Subject Specific Vocabulary 

 

Exciting Books 
 

Elements 

 

The building blocks of artwork, eg. 
lines, shapes, form, space, texture, 

value, colour.  
 
 

 
 

 

 

Composition 

 

 
The plan or placement of elements in 

an artwork. 
 

 

Expression 

 

 

Showing your ideas through artwork. 
 

 

Inspiration 

 

 
Something that moves an artist to 

create art. 
 

 

Sticky Knowledge about  

Alfred Wallis 
 

Tool 

 

 
An item that an artist uses to create 
with, eg. pencil, brush, pen, crayon 

 

 
• Alfred Wallis lived in Cornwall from 18th 

August 1855 – 29 August 1942. 
 

 

Mark-making 

 

 
Using tools to create lines, patterns, 

textures and shapes. 

• He was a fisherman, who later on had 

a rag and bone store. After he retired, 
he took on odd jobs, including selling 
ice-cream. 

 

Line 

 

 
The line or shading used to show the 

outside edge of a figure or an object. 
 

• Alfred Wallis took up painting because 

he was lonely when his wife died in 
1925. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

• His paintings were discovered by other 
You can see Alfred Wallis’ 

paintings at the Tate Gallery, 



Primary Colours 

 

Red, blue and yellow are the primary 
colours. They are used to make other 

colours. 
 

artists in 1928. They liked his style and it 
made a powerful impression on them. 

 

St Ives 

 

 

 

Value 

 

 
The darkness or lightness of elements in 

an artwork. 
 

 

 

Technique 

 
 

A way of doing something. 

 

 


